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President Bush. I’m not quite through
yet——

Q. Sorry.
President Bush. And then you’re next.
Q. Thank you.
President Bush. In order for there to be

discussions that will lead to peace, first and
foremost, the violence must stop. And we’re
working hard to convince the parties to stop
the violence. His Majesty and I talked about
how best that all countries, peaceful coun-
tries in the region can discourage violent ac-
tivities. And the Secretary of State and—has
been on the phone recently with the leaders
in the Middle East to make sure that they
understand the U.S. position is for the vio-
lence to stop.

Q. Your Majesty, can you say specifically,
beyond rhetorical tools, what Jordan and the
United States can do to stop the violence,
bring it down, restore calm?

King Abdullah. Well, I think the situation
at present is, try to find a way of de-escalating
the violence. There has been meetings be-
tween the Israelis and the Palestinians as
early as last week which produced some re-
sults. And I think we need to be able to build
on that.

President Bush. Thank you all. Look what
you started. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:06 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to Brig. Gen. Neal Sealock,
USA, U.S. Embassy Defense Attache in Beijing.
Reporters referred to President Jiang Zemin of
China and civil rights leader Rev. Jesse Jackson.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks in a Discussion on
Character-Building Programs in
Education
April 10, 2001

The President. Thank you all. Mr. Sec-
retary, thank you very much. Mr. Mayor,
thank you very much for being here. I’m glad
to see you. And I’m glad to see the super-
intendent. I appreciate you all being here.
This is not the first time I’ve been with the
Mayor, nor with the superintendent, both of
whom are doing a fine job for Washington,

DC. I’m proud to call this place home, and
I’m proud to have you all leading the city
and the school district.

I want to thank the members of the Young
Gentlemen’s Club for being here, and I’m
looking forward to shaking your hand after
the discussion. And thank you all for making
the right choices in life. I want to thank our
panelists. I look forward to hearing from our
panelists.

I want to start the discussion by quoting
Martin Luther King, Jr., who said this: ‘‘Intel-
ligence is not enough. Intelligence plus char-
acter, that is the goal of true education.’’ So
we’re here today to herald character-building
programs. We’re here today to recommend
that throughout America we teach values to
our children, that we not only teach our chil-
dren how to read and write but that we be
bold enough to teach them the difference
between right and wrong, as well. And we’ve
picked a pretty darn good school as an exam-
ple.

By the way, I found this, that one of the
keys to success in our public education is to
have good, strong principals. So Annie, thank
you for being here. I’m looking forward to
hearing from you. One of the keys to success
is to have role models not only live a quality
life but be willing to take time out of their
lives to share their experiences. So I’m
pleased to have a star basketball player with
us here.

One of the keys to success is to find people
who are willing to use their intelligence to
rally people of compassion to serve as men-
tors and role models for children—young la-
dies, in this case. And so I’m so pleased that
Elayne Bennett is here. One of the keys to
success is being a good mom. And so I’m
so thankful you’re here, Nicole. One of the
keys to success is to be willing to listen to
what the adults say. And so, Isaiah, thank you
for being here, as well.

And finally, it is an honor that Mr. Bob
Howard is with us, a person who has taken
time out of his life to make sure that the
Young Gentlemen’s Club flourishes.

Parents have a tough battle in America
today. Their children sometimes receive con-
flicting messages, and what public education
ought to do is stand on the side of parents
and be willing to reinforce the values that
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parents teach their children. And the Young
Gentlemen’s Club does just that. And so I’m
looking forward to hearing the stories. I’m
looking forward to hearing how best I can
help.

One way we can help, by the way, is to
have our budgets reflect our priorities. And
the budget I submitted to the Congress tri-
ples the amount of character-education
money available for public education. The
budget I submitted to the Congress increases
the amount of money available for absti-
nence-education programs. And the money
and program I’ve submitted to the Congress
encourages after-school programs to be run
by faith-based and community-based pro-
grams that exist because they’ve heard the
universal call to love a neighbor just like
they’d like to be loved themselves.

We can make a huge difference in the lives
of America’s children. It starts recognizing
that society’s changed one child at a time;
one heart, one soul, one conscience at a time.
And this program, the Young Gentlemen’s
Club, does precisely that.

So thank you, Mr. Secretary, it’s an honor.
And thank you all for coming.

[The discussion began.]

The President. Let me say one thing, Mr.
Secretary. To prove the principal’s point,
they use a Stanford 9 here in the District
of Columbia. Many of you know that I’m a
strong advocate for accountability. If you
don’t measure, you don’t know. And so under
the leadership of the superintendent, there’s
a lot of measuring that goes on. It’s really
important to measure, by the way, and I hope
the Congress gets the message how impor-
tant it is that in return for more money, we
need to have strong accountability systems
developed at the local level.

Cleveland Elementary School, on the
Stanford 9, is on par with affluent local sub-
urban districts. In other words, it’s not just
talking the talk; the results have improved
significantly as a result of character programs
and focus on each child.

And I want to thank you for your hard
work, Madam Principal, and the results bear
out what you just said. There is a connection
between good character and good education.
And we’ve got to remember that in this coun-

try. That’s why it’s important to spread char-
acter-education programs throughout Amer-
ica.

[The discussion continued.]

The President. I think we’ve got a perfect
gentleman here. Tell us about your program,
Isaiah, can you?

Third grader Isaiah Greene. Yes. The
program teaches us how to be—how to re-
spect women and how to control our attitude.

The President. And when do you meet?
How often do you meet?

Isaiah Greene. When I was there we used
to meet in the afternoons.

The President. Oh, good. And so who is—
teaches you how to respect women? Is that
what you just said? And is it working?

Isaiah Greene. Yes. [Laughter]
The President. How about mom?
Isaiah Greene. Yes.
The President. You listen to your mom?
Isaiah Greene. Yes.
The President. I listen to mine. [Laugh-

ter] How about you, mom?

[The discussion continued.]

The President. Is he studying?
Nicole Keller. He’s studying hard. He’s

very——
The President. That’s great.
Ms. Keller. ——excited about his school-

work, and all that he does.
The President. He’s going to college, isn’t

he?
Ms. Keller. That’s right. Yes, he is.
The President. Have you got anything to

add to that, Isaiah? [Laughter]

[The discussion continued.]

The President. Well, I want to thank our
panelists. I believe America can conquer any
problem we’re faced with. I truly believe
that, because this is a loving country. There’s
a lot of people who really care about mem-
bers of the Young Gentlemen’s Club, wheth-
er it be at Cleveland Elementary or any other
elementary. There are a lot of people who
really care about their neighbor in this coun-
try.

All of us have got to do our part. The Fed-
eral Government can put money up, but we
can’t make people love one another. And
that’s something we’ve just got to understand
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in our country. That we can fund programs—
and we will—there will be a lot of discussions
about what gets funded and what doesn’t get
funded, and this, that, and the other. But the
truth of the matter is, the issue is bigger than
budgets. The issue is about whether or not
loving people in America want to help some-
body in need.

And I think so. And to the extent that you
all are helping, I want to thank you from the
bottom of my heart. One of my missions is
to encourage mentoring programs all across
the country. One of our missions is to make
sure that boys and girls whose mother or dad
may be in prison finds a mentor, somebody
to love them. One of our missions is to
teach—is to help teach children right from
wrong so that they can enjoy the great fruits
of the greatest country on the face of the
Earth. And to the extent you’re helping, I
thank you from the bottom of my heart.

Thank you all for coming. I look forward
to getting to shake hands with the members
of the Young Gentlemen’s Club, if that’s okay
with you.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:12 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Anthony A.
Williams of Washington, DC; Paul L. Vance, su-
perintendent, District of Columbia Public
Schools; Annie R. Mair, principal, Cleveland Ele-
mentary School; NBA Washington Wizards player
Jahidi White; Nicole Keller, mother of Isaiah
Greene; Elayne Bennett, founder, Best Friends
Program; and Robert Howard, founder, Young
Gentlemen’s Club.

Proclamation 7425—National
D.A.R.E. Day, 2001
April 10, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Today, we recognize Drug Abuse Resist-

ance Education (D.A.R.E.), the largest and
most widely known substance abuse preven-
tion and anti-violence curriculum in America.
For over 18 years, D.A.R.E. has brought spe-
cially trained community police officers into

America’s classrooms to teach children how
to resist destructive peer pressure and to live
productive drug- and violence-free lives.
Every day, millions of children across the
United States participate in the instruction
given in the D.A.R.E. drug prevention cur-
riculum.

Parents, teachers, community leaders, law
enforcement officials, and fellow students
have an important role to play in keeping our
children away from illegal drugs. Research
has shown that ongoing reinforcement of
drug prevention skills at home and at school
play a critical role in decreasing the likeli-
hood of drug use by our youth. This year,
D.A.R.E. has pledged to reach out to thou-
sands of parents with a new parent-specific
curriculum to help them talk with their kids
about drugs.

Today, we recognize D.A.R.E. as a useful
partnership between the research commu-
nity, educators, law enforcement, parents,
and students, and we commend D.A.R.E. of-
ficers for their dedicated efforts to help edu-
cate the children of America about the im-
portance of remaining drug- and violence-
free.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 12, 2001,
as National D.A.R.E. Day. I call upon our
youth, parents, educators, and all people of
the United States to observe this day with
appropriate activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:59 a.m., April 11, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 12.
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